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To npdypappa LIFE Prespa Waterbirds £xel yia kapdid tou thv nnyn
{wng tneg Mpéonag, Tov uypdTond TnG. ITOXOG Tou eival n npootaacia
evvEa €160V USPOPRINY MOUNIGY, pa nicw and autdv Tov oagn Kar eI8IKo
0TOX0 KpUBOVTal MOANOI NEPICTOTEPOI «UIKPOI» OTOXOI Mou pia oudda
noAAGV avOpmnwy and noAAoug @opeic npoonadsl kaBnuepIva va eni-
TUXEl, JECO OTNV NEVTAETH SIAPKEIQ TOU NPOYPAUHATOC. O1 ENIOTAOVEC
nou £pguvouV pia ogipd Intnudtay, 6Nwg sival n ypinn Twv NTNVev, ol
ENINTQOOEIC TIC KMJATIKAG aAAayNG 0To oikooUoTnua tng Mpéonag, n
£€ENEN TS BAACTNONG otV napaAipvia {ovn Kai NOAAG akdun Bépata,
Ta PEAETOUV, TA EKTIMOUV Kal MPOETOIATOUV TIG CUVONKEC YIa TNV Ka-
A\UTepn SuvaTth) EQAPUOYI TV KEVTPIK®Y SPACEWY TOU NPOYPAUHATOC.

‘Enerta éva GAo olvolo avBpwnwy midvel Soulald, pyalouevol g
Etaipiag Mpootaciag Mpeonav, unahAniol Tou Popéa Alaxeipiong Tou
EOvIkoU Mapkou Mpeonav, Yewpyoi, KTNvoTpo@ol, Yapadeg. TVwoeig Kal
EUNEINIEC XPOVQV, VEEC AVAYKEG, VEEG MPOKANTEIC, OUYXPOVN TEXVOAO-
yia, evavovtal yia va konei 0 Kahapiovag, va Snuioupynoly avinupl-
kéC (OVEC, va kaBapIoToUv Ta OTPAYYIOTIKA Kavalia, va anokataoTta-
00UV 01 EKBOAEC PEUATWY... VA PWAIAOOUV Kal va TPA@OUV Ta NouAid, va
YEVVAOOUV Ta YApPIa Kal JETA, TO KOWUEVO KAAGWI Va Yivel TPO@n yia Ta
KOMASIa TOU KTNVOTPOPOU Kal AiNacpa yia Ta xwpd@ia Tou Yewpyou, Ta
Wapia va yivouv g1l068nua yia Tov Yapa.

‘000 oupBaivouv Ta napandvw, AANoI ENIOTAPOVEG PEAETOUV TNV ano-
80TIKOTNTA ToUG, Yia va eniBePaidoouy 0TI OAa mAyav Onwe oxedIaoTn-
Kav N va NpoTeivouv eVOAAGKTIKEG €MINOYEG OXI HOVO Ot £0VIKO aAAG
Kal og 8laouvopIako eninedo. ‘OAa autd yivovtal yia va S@oouv £va
Biwoo péAAov oTIg endueveg yeviec. Or véol tng Mpéonag, Ta nai-
814 Tng Mpéonag £xouv kai autd tn 8IKA Toug evepyn B€on oto npd-
ypapua. Eival ol «Presplorers» ol YIKpoi ENICTAWOVEC, O WTOYPAQO, Ol
KAAAITEXVEG TOU MEOYPAUKATOG. Mabaivouv yia TIC QUOIKEG aieC TNG
nePIOXNAG, TOUG KIvEUvVoUC nou TIC aneldoly, gpeuvoly, yvwpilouv TIG
8pA0EIC TOU NPOYPAKATOC, Ta&ISeUouV Kal avTAAAACOOUY EIKOVEC Kal
gUNEIpie PE CUVOUNAIKOUG Kal £NEITa pag Sivouv TIC OKEWEIG TOUG Kal
TG 1I66C TOUG pECA and Ta Keiueva toug oTo blog nou éxouv OTAOE],
PECO and TIC PWTOYPAPIEG TOUC, HECA ANG TNV TaIvia Nou £TOINGTOUV.
Ma 1o npoypappa LIFE Prespa Waterbirds Souheoupe 0Aol padi, sou-
Agloupe 81a0UVOPIaKA, SOUAEUOUNE YIA VO MPOCTATEUCOUPE TN Onavia
@UOIKN KAnpovopid Tng Mpéonag.

Mdxn ZoAakn
Ynedouvn Enkowvaviag
Etaipia Mpootaciag Mpeonav
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At the heart of the LIFE Prespa Waterbirds project is the source of
life in Prespa, its wetlands. The project’s overall goal is to protect
nine waterbird species, but behind this headline goal lie many more
objectives, which a large group of people from several different or-
ganisations are striving to achieve within the five-year duration of
the project.

On the one hand, scientists are researching a series of subjects
— such as bird flu, the impact of climate change on the ecosystem
of Prespa and the development of vegetation along the lakeshore,
amongst others — studying and evaluating these issues, and prepar-
ing the ground for the effective implementation of the project’s main
conservation actions. On the other hand, another team have also
been carrying out project work; the staff of the Society for the Pro-
tection of Prespa and employees of the Management Body for the
Prespa National Park, as well as local farmers, stockbreeders and
fishermen. Knowledge and many years of experience, new needs,
arising opportunities and modern technology have all been brought
into the mix in order to work on cutting reedbeds, creating firebreaks,
clearing drainage channels and restoring stream mouths. All of which
results in more areas for birds to nest and feed, and for fish to spawn,
as well as providing fodder for stockbreeders’ herds and soil condi-

tioner for farmers’ fields from the cut reeds, and allowing fishermen
to boost their income from fishing. Furthermore, an additional team
of scientists are studying the effectiveness of the project activities,
in order to ensure that everything is going as planned, or to propose
alternative choices if needed — not just at national level but also at
transboundary level.

All this is taking place in order to pass on a sustainable future to the
next generation, and the young people of Prespa have also played
their own active role in the project. Having formed a club called Pre-
splorers, they are the project’s young scientists, photographers, and
artists. Through the club they’ve learned about the natural values of
the area and the dangers that threaten them, they’ve carried out
research and got to know the activities of the project, as well as
traveling and exchanging pictures and experiences with their peers.
They’ve also shared their thoughts and ideas with us in a blog they
set up, as well as through their photographs and a film they are pro-
ducing.

In the LIFE Prespa Waterbirds project we are all working together,
across borders, to protect the rare natural heritage of Prespa.

Machi Solaki
Communication Co-ordinator
Society for the Protection of Prespa
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Etprivn Koutoepii
TuvTovioTpia Tou npoypdpuatog LIFE Prespa Waterbirds, Etaipia Mpootaciag Mpeonav
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Toda} with signiﬁcanf support ot the local level, we are able to implement Zarge—smée managemewf in the
wetlands of Lesser ﬁ‘espa Lake in Greece. But we also work at the fmns/?oundary level, with pmfecfed area

mamge'menf authorities, in order to make the most of the potential for co- operation, envisaging the conservation of 27 28 29 30 31
our shared wetbands and adapfing common goaés for the 'manage'menf of the lakes.

Irene Koutseri
LIFE Prespa Waterbirds project manager, Society for the Protection of Prespa
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Alacuvopiakoy Mapkou
Mpeonav.

World Westlands Day
- Establishment of
Prespa Park.
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Navaywétng Napdoxou

MNpdedpog Popéa Alayeipiong EOvikou Mdapkou Mpeoniv .|7 18 19 20 21 22 23

VVé Sgék 1%3 /M(I"I’YIO’/H‘O“S 60~éXfoéYl£€ 0?{””]&(’” dﬂd m(fure forf/:e mafuaé [Jenef'if 0{501% f/lé éomé co'mmunify myd {/12

natural environment. The work of the Wetland Managemenf Committee has been an excepfimmé exa’mpée 0fpuffin9

this approach into practice for many gears now. mroug/l fruitful z/iaéogue and sound scientific and technical advice,
the committee arrives at ba&mced decisions fhraug/r @ process of aaééabamfion and coNnsensus, appégu’ng pma‘/ces 24 25 26 27 28 29
that benefit the wetlands and human activities as a whole.

Panagiotis Paraschou
President, Management Body for the Prespa National Park
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LIFE Prespa Waterbirds LIFE Prespa Waterbirds
Etaipia NMpootaaciag Mpeonav Etaipia Npootaciag Mpeonav

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

Reeds, reedbeds and waterbirds are Léose@ conmected Herons and pygmy cormorants make their nests from pieces of
reed while peéiwms build nests on islets of matted reed roots. But bird nests cannot escape from fires. The firebreaks

that we are openiﬂg around the colomies are a Way to prmfeaf Waferbim’s from uncontrolled fires in spring,

30 31

Dr. Giorgos Catsadorakis Dr. Olga Alexandrou & Dr. Thanos Kastritis
Scientific expert Conservation officers

LIFE Prespa Waterbirds LIFE Prespa Waterbirds

Society for the Protection of Prespa Society for the Protection of Prespa
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;wvng. O, rrzpwxég mv (xrmpmiv va avarmpax?ovv Ta W’pza (xﬁtu’)?nmv. # ﬁrré(xﬂaan oV av?pwrmu oTa {xé(m avtd elvac
Mo Xprowm 4t foT. fl UtapEn Twv papudv otnv ﬂpémm gaptdaL ats T4 vjpd Abdbia ke TpéteL dloc pagi va ta
&ampr’mov{xs.

Mdpyog Mapacksudnourog
Wapdg

i%opée’s customs and pmcfices have 4/747:52(1 over the passage of time and the lakeshore has ¢/wmged aéongside
them. The areas where fish can spawn have shrunk and the need for intervention in these péaces is more crucial than
ever. The existence of fish in fr”espa depem{s on the wet meadows and we must all work fogef/rer to conserve them.

Giorgos Paraskevopoulos
Fisherman
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Ap. Patrick Grillas

AluBuVTAG NpoypappdTey, Epeuvitikd ‘16pupa Tour du Valat

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

Maykoéopia Hpépa
BIONoKINGTNTAG
World Biodiversity
Day

Wet meadows and reedbeds are ke} habitats for wildlife and their functions can be enhanced [J} sound managemenﬁ
In addifion, the vegefafio’n at the edges of the lake is very dyna’mi&, 50 meadows can mpidéﬂu, turn into reedbeds, We

are moniformg the i'mpacf of mowing and gmzmg on the densify of reeds and on ve”qefafion sfruafure, in order to

assess f/lé ebdfecfs Obﬂ 'manage'memf 6(1%{ f0 prvpose adapfafio'ﬂs on an mmuaf banS. 25 26 27 28 29 30 3‘|

Dr. Patrick Grillas
Programme director, Tour du Valat Research Institute
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MixdAng NaAnavtisng
Mpdedpog Tonikou Opyaviopou Eyyeiwv BeAtidoswv - TOEB Mpeondv

Forfg Years ago when we were kids we fished for barbel in the Lefkonas stream. For the stream to function as a fish
spawning gmum{ again, we need to remove vegefafion from the stream bed to allow fish to pass, and from around
the trees to sfop fires from spreading. Cu{‘fing vegefafion and aééowing gmzing will /:eép walnut and other trees to
fuéég deveéop and create shade, and a stream bed free of vegefafion will enable fish to spawn on gmvgé once more.

Michalis Nalpantidis
Chairman, Prespa Local Land Reclamation Service
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Xdpng NikoAdou & Aadapog NikoAdou
TuvepYaTeG Spacewy Siaxeipiong
LIFE Prespa Waterbirds

Etaipia Mpootaciag Mpeondov
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What's impor{anf are all the fhmgs that aren't immediafe@ apparenf. The Loé&{[mmf!on, the expen’eme of the
peopée of ﬁ’espa and the mam’age of éﬂng—fer’m research with new fec/moéagies. fW these f/:mgs have been bmughi

{0 élg/lﬁ ina Dﬂﬂrgﬂ{fé'ﬂ corner, {/le weféands 0?{, Lesser fr)”espa Lake, w/lere pm/}aMg a W/Iﬂég genemfion 6{025’"’{ know
W/M(f Zl{é was once éiké here. 27 28 29 30 3"

Haris Nikolaou & Lazaros Nikolaou
Conservation officers

LIFE Prespa Waterbirds

Society for the Protection of Prespa
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Ap. XprigTog MavvaxdnouAog Ap. Tim van der Schriek

AIEUBUVTAG EPELVHV MeTadISaKToPIKOG epeuvnTAG EOVIKO

EOVIKG AGTEPOTKONEID ABNVEV AcTepOTKONEID ABNVGV

- 24 25 26 27 28 29 30
We used model projections to assess the impact of future climate change on Lesser frespa Lake and the local
bean crop. Tempemfure, Cake evaporation and dmug/rf may sigmiﬁmnﬂy increase in the near future, esca&(fing the
occurrence of bow water Cevels. Qur recommendations include sformg more water darfng wet years for irrigafion, and

the expansion of vegefafion 'managemenf in deeper areas to allow féoodiﬂg of wet meadows in drier years.
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Dr. Christos Giannakopoulos Dr. Tim van der Schriek
Research director Postodoctoral researcher
National Observatory of Athens National Observatory of Athens
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We spent several a/ays with people from other management authorities and were able to exchange our opinions and
problems with them. ¥# was very positive that we reaééy 506 to know in depth how an “ecosgsfem” of people and

services tunctions in Prespa and how co-existence is made possible.

28 29 30

Konstantinos Chontos
Summer school participant
Management Body of Koronia, Volvi, Chalkidiki
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The management measures [)eing used in the pny’etf either deveéop or assist ﬁs/ren‘es, sfockbreeding and far’miﬂg, in
which more than two thirds of our municipaéiqu are e’mpéoged Ks a greaﬁ pmtfimé exa'mpee of how we can make
strategic use of nature conservation for the sus{ai'nabée a/eveéop'menf of our area, and in the near future we /rope to

foéfaw 'é/le pé(é/l {/M({ f/lé ‘vajééf /MS 0[027!66{.

Panagiotis Paschalidis
Mayor of Prespes
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MEAn tng ouddag Presplorers
I was a creative péace to spend our free time. We were with our friends and we worked as a team. ¥s reafég br(%m'mf
that we could do all of this with our classmates. We did so many spedaé f/lings last year, from the walks and the 23 24 25 26 27 28 29
photo competition to the documenfag. We learned tons of new f/u’ngs and had loads of unforgeffa[)ée experiences.
Lazaros Delkos & Zografia Michailidou
Members, Presplorers club 30
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BayyéAng Pénag
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The m«nagemenf of the wetland has opened up grazing Cand in places where it used to inaccessible for animals.
s cleared the dense, doy reeds, puffing a brake on other pmu‘ines that are used to clear away vegefafian, such as
seffing fires. The cut reeds pruvide an impon‘anf fodder for gmwmg ﬁnimaes, and also /mép sfoékbreeders ﬁmmiﬁ%g

Vaggelis Repas
Stockbreeder
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