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To npdypappa LIFE Prespa Waterbirds éxel yia kap8ia tou tnv nnyr {wng
NG Mpéonag, Tov uypdTond TNG. ITOX0G TOU €ival N NPOoTACia evvéa
e18@v uSPOPIWY NOUNIGY, NIoW aNd AUTOV Tov oA Kal eISIKO aTOXO KPU-
Bovtal NoAAOI NEPICOOTEPOI «IKPOI» GTOXO! MOU WIa OASA NOAAGY avOp®-
nwv and noAhoUg @opeig Npoonadel kaBNUEPIVA va eNITUxEl, PECA OTNV
NEVTOETA SIAPKEI TOU NPOYPAUHATOG. O ENICTAHOVEG NOU EPEUVOUV pIa
oeipd {ntnudtay, 6nwg eival n ypinn Twv NTNV@Y, ol ENINTOCEIG TIG KAIKA-
TIKAG aANaYAG OTO OKooUGTNUA TNG Mpéonag, n eEENEN NG BAAoTNONG
otnv napaAipvia Jovn kai TOANG akopn O£pata, Ta PeAETOUY, T EKTIHOUV
Kal NPOETOINATOUY TIG CUVONKEG YIa TNV KAaAUTEPN SuvaTh QAPLOYT TwvV
KEVTPIKOV 5PACEWY TOU NPOYPAUHATOG,.

‘Eneita £va GAlo oUvolo avBpanwv miavel Souleld, epyalduevol tng Etar-
piac Mpoaotaaiac Mpeonav, undAAnAol Tou Popéa Alaxeipiong tou EQvikou
Mdpkou MPean®v, YEWPYOI, KTNVOTPOPOI, YAPASEC. TVMTEIC KAl EUNEIPIEC
XPOVWY, VEEC aVAYKECG, VEEC MPOKANCEIC, aUyxPovn Texvohoyia, evivo-
VTal YIO Va Konei 0 KaAapi®vag, va Snuioupyn@olv avTinupikég {ovee, va
KaBapIoToUV T OTPAYYIOTIKA KavAAIQ, va anokataoTaouv of eKBOAEC
PEUATWY... VA QWAIGCOUV KAl VA TPA@oUV Ta NouAid, va yevvioouv ta Ya-
pIa KAl PETA, TO KOPWEVO KAAGWI va yivel TPO®N yia Ta KonAasdia Tou KIn-
VOTPOPOU Kal NiNaoUa yia Ta Xwed@ia Tou YEwpyoU, Ta Yapia va yivouv
£1068nua yia Tov Yapa.
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‘000 oupBaivouv Ta Napandavw, AAAol ENICTAUOVEG PeAETOUV TV anodo-
TIKOTNTA TOUG, Yia va eniBePalnoouy 0TI OAa NAyav Onwg oxeSIAcTNKAV I
Va NPOTEIVOUV eVOAOKTIKEG ENIAOYEG OXI HOVO O€ €BVIKO aANG Kal o€ Sia-
ouvopiako enineso. ‘O auTa yivovTal yia va S®@oouv £va BIKCIYO HENAOV
OTIG €NOPEVEG YEVIEG, O VDI TNG Mpéanag, Ta naidid tng Mpéonag €xouv
Kal auTa Tnv 8IKM Toug evepyn B€on oTo Npdypappa. Eivar ol «Presplorers»
Ol PIKPOI ENICTAPOVES, Ol WTOYPAPOI, Of KAAMTEXVEG TOU NPOYPAUKATOG,.
MaBaivouv yia TIG QUOIKEG a&ieG TNG NEPIOXNG, TOUG KIVEUVOUG Nou TIG
aneiholv, epeuvoly, yvwpilouv TIG SPACEIG Tou NPOoYPAUHATOG, Ta&ISeU-
OUV Kal aVTAANIOOOUV €KOVEG KAl EUNEIPIEG e OUVOPNAIKOUG Kal €neita
Hag Sivouv TIC OKEWEIC TOUG Kal TIG IGEEC TOUG PECT aNd TA KEPEVA TOUG
oto blog nou éxouv oTACEl, péoa and TIG QWTOYPAPIEG TOUG, PEC anod
Tnv tavia nou etoipalouv. Ma to npdypappa LIFE Prespa Waterbirds ou-
Aeboupe OMol padj, Souleloupe SlaouvopIaka, S0UNeUOULE Yia va NPOOTa-
Telooupe TN oNAvia QUOIKI kKAnpovopid Tng Mpéonag.

Mdxn ZoAdkn
YnedOuvn Enkotvaviag
Etaipia Mpootaciag Mpeonv
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At the heart of the LIFE Prespa Waterbirds project is the source of life in
Prespa, its wetlands. The project’s overall goal is to protect nine water-
bird species, but behind this headline goal lie many more objectives,
which a large group of people from several different organisations are
striving to achieve within the five-year duration of the project.

On the one hand, scientists are researching a series of subjects — such
as bird flu, the impact of climate change on the ecosystem of Prespa and
the development of vegetation along the lakeshore, amongst others —
studying and evaluating these issues, and preparing the ground for the
effective implementation of the project’s main conservation actions. On
the other hand, another team have also been carrying out project work;
the staff of the Society for the Protection of Prespa and employees of
the Management Body for the Prespa National Park, as well as local
farmers, stockbreeders and fishermen. Knowledge and many years of
experience, new needs, arising opportunities and modern technology
have all been brought into the mix in order to work on cutting reedbeds,
creating firebreaks, clearing drainage channels and restoring stream
mouths. All of which results in more areas for birds to nest and feed,
and for fish to spawn, as well as providing fodder for stockbreeders’
herds and soil conditioner for farmers’ fields from the cut reeds, and
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allowing fishermen to boost their income from fishing. Furthermore, an
additional team of scientists are studying the effectiveness of the proj-
ect activities, in order to ensure that everything is going as planned, or
to propose alternative choices if needed — not just at national level but
also at transboundary level.

All this is taking place in order to pass on a sustainable future to the next
generation, and the young people of Prespa have also played their own
active role in the project. Having formed a club called Presplorers, they
are the project’s young scientists, photographers, and artists. Through
the club they’ve learned about the natural values of the area and the
dangers that threaten them, they’'ve carried out research and got to
know the activities of the project, as well as traveling and exchanging
pictures and experiences with their peers. They've also shared their
thoughts and ideas with us in a blog they set up, as well as through their
photographs and a film they are producing.

In the LIFE Prespa Waterbirds project we are all working together, across
borders, to protect the rare natural heritage of Prespa.

Machi Solaki
Communication Co-ordinator
Society for the Protection of Prespa
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Eprivn Koutosprj
TuvtovioTpia Tou npoypdppatog LIFE Prespa Waterbirds, Etaipia Mpootaaiag Mpeonav

Bda} with sigwiﬁcanf supporf at the local éeveé, we are able to i’mpée’menf éarge- scale
management in the wetlands of Lesser frespa Lake in Greece. But we also work af the
fmns[)oundar} level, with profea‘ed area managemenf authorities, in order to make the
most of the potential for co-operation, envisaging the conservation of our shared wet-

&mds am{ aw/opfing common goaés if'or f/ve mamge'memf 0{‘ 1.(/72 Zakes,

Irene Koutseri
LIFE Prespa Waterbirds project manager, Society for the Protection of Prespa
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Mavaywétng MNapdoxou
Mpdedpog Popéa Alaxeipiong EOvikoU Mapkou Mpeonav

We seek the harmonious co-existence of man and nature for the mutual benefit of both
the bocal aommun@ and the natural environment. The work of the Wetland Managemenf
Committee has been an exceptional example of puffing this approach into practice for
many years now. hrough ruitful diaéggue and sound scientific and technical advice, the
committee arvives at balanced decisions through a process of collaboration and consen-

sus, aplpégmg pmr&zes that benefit the wetlands and human activities as a whole.

Panagiotis Paraschou
President, Management Body for the Prespa National Park
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Ap. ‘'OMya AAsEdvspou & Ap. Odvog Kaotpitng
Tuvepydteg Spdoswy SIathPNong

LIFE Prespa Waterbirds

Etaipia Npootaciag Mpeonav

Ap. Ndpyog Katoaswpdxng
ENIoTHOVIKOG GUMBOUAOG

LIFE Prespa Waterbirds
Etaipia Npootaciag Mpeonav

Reeds, reedbeds and waterbirds are céose@ commected. Herons and pygmy cormorants
make their nests from pieces of reed while pelicans build nests on islets of matted reed
roots. But bird nests canmot escape trom fires. The firebreaks that we are opening around
the colonies are a way to protect waterbirds from uncontrolled fires in spring.

Dr. Olga Alexandrou & Dr. Thanos Kastritis
Conservation officers

LIFE Prespa Waterbirds

Society for the Protection of Prespa

Dr. Giorgos Catsadorakis
Scientific expert

LIFE Prespa Waterbirds

Society for the Protection of Prespa
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Feople's customs and practices have changed over the passage of time and the Lakeshore
has c/wmged aéowgsiz/e them. The areas where fish can spawn have shrunk and the need
for intervention in these places is more crucial than ever. The existence of fish in Prespa
depends on the wet meadows and we must all work together to conserve them.

Giorgos Paraskevopoulos
Fisherman
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Ap. Patrick Grillas
VTAG Npoypappatay, Epsuvntikd 16pupa Tour du Valat

Wet meadows and reedbeds are key /mfu’fafs for wildlite and their functions can [72
enhanced [7# sound ’managemenf In addt’f/an, the vegefaf/on at the edges of the lake is
very z/gmamic, 50 meadows can mpm@ turn into reedbeds. We are moniforiwg the l’mpaa‘ of
mowing and grazing on the c/ensif} of reeds and on vegefaf/an structure, in order to assess
the effects of managemenf and to propose adapfafians on an anmual basis.

Dr. Patrick Grillas
Programme director, Tour du Valat Research Institute
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MuixaAng NaAnavrisng
Mpdedpog Tonikou Opyaviopou Eyyeiwv BeAtiooewv - TOEB Mpeonav

Fonfy years ago when we were kids we fished Sor barbel in the Letkonas stream. For

the stream to function as a fish spawmning groum{ again, we need to remove vegefafion
from the stream bed to allow fish to pass, and from around the trees to stop fires from
5preading. Cm.‘fing vegefafion and aééowing grazing will help wabnut and other trees to
f’uéég develop and create shade, and a stream bed free of vegetation witl enablle fish to

Sp&lW’Vl on gr m/ee once more.

Michalis Nalpantidis
Chairman, Prespa Local Land Reclamation Service
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Xdpng NikoAdou & Aagapog NikoAdou
TUvePYATeG SpAcewy Siaxeipiong

LIFE Prespa Waterbirds

Etaipia Mpootaciag Mpeonav

What's i'mporfa'ﬂf are all the f/u'ngs that aren't i’m’mediafeég apparemf, The wé&(bomfio'ﬂ,
the experiemé of the peop[e of Prespa and the mam‘age of éong(—fer'm research with
new fechnoéogies. AUl these L‘/:ings have been broug/n‘ to fig/vf, ina bﬂorgoﬁ‘an corner; the
wetlands of Lesser Prespa Lake, where pro/m/)éy a whole genemfion doesn’t know what

Cife was once ke here.

Haris Nikolaou & Lazaros Nikolaou
Conservation officers

LIFE Prespa Waterbirds

Society for the Protection of Prespa
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ﬂﬁpmﬁa’rsng xpovzég pe xa{mﬁﬁ om’?(m OV vzpmk O, ﬂpom’ﬁzzg pas rrs‘azﬂa(xgdvovv ™mv

amodrikevon rrapmo’mpov vapm) i a’p&von Kkatd ™ &a;ozzm Twv vmoa')v ETWV KaL O
ﬁkrzm(/évn fmxzipzong ™ms gﬁdﬁmang siducd oe mapwxé; pe ‘usﬂﬂvrspo gd?og, WOTE VA glVaL
EQIKTI VA 5nlavagovwaz vypd Abdbia kac g Enpotepes xpoviés,

Ap. Tim van der Schriek
MeTa8ISAKTOPIKOG EPEUVNTAG
EOVIKO Ao TepooKoneio ABNVaV

Ap. XprigTog MavvaxdnouAog
AIEUBUVTAG EPEUVAV
EOVIKO AGTEPOTKONEID ABNVEV

We used model projections to assess the impact of future climate change on Lesser
Prespa Lake and the local bean crop. ﬁmpemfure, lake evaporation and droug/nf may
signiﬁcmf@ increase in the near future, esméafing the occurrence of low water levels.
Qur recommendations include sfon'ng more water during wet years for irrigafion, and the
expansion of vegef«fion mamge'menf in deeper areas to ablow féaading of wet meadows
in drier years.

Dr. Tim van der Schriek
Postodoctoral researcher
National Observatory of Athens

Dr. Christos Giannakopoulos
Research director
National Observatory of Athens
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Bpégﬂl(ﬂ{li JM apkmg (Xﬁng {li av9pw1mv; aﬂﬁwv ?OPZWV Kat avmﬂﬂafa(xz ﬂﬂolpélg
Kal Trpogﬂn{lmné{xoug HTﬂV rmﬁu 9£Tll(0 on JVWPLM({XZ (23 ga?og Twg ﬂ&lTO’UpJZ! éva
«01/(061/617!{1&(» avgpwﬂwv Kat WWP&&LUJV omv TTZPLUXYI Twv szﬁnwv Kat Twg (xrmpzt va

utdpes m bt ovvimapn.

Kwvotavtivog Xovrog
Enipop@oUpevog tou Bepivol oxoheiou
doptag Alayeipiong BOABNG, Kopdveiag, XaAKISIKAG

We spent several c{a}s with people from other managemen{ authorities and were able to
exchange our gpinions and problems with them. K was very positive that we reaé@ got
to know in depth how an “ecosgsfem” of peaple and services functions in Prespa and how

co-existence is made possible.

Konstantinos Chontos
Summer school participant
Management Body of Koronia, Volvi, Chalkidiki
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Ta &axzzpmnkd (xém mov xpmt(xoﬂowvvmt 610 ﬂ()o’ﬂm{x{m aglomowovv 1 Bondovv v
a({)zela, ™V KTNVOTpOYia. Kat Tn J&wpﬂa mov o'([)zg (mgi rrlooo@épovv mivw a6 ta 2/3
™ms armaxdﬂmng oTOV 57’1{10 pas. 77p0’/<ﬁzmz Ja éva ﬂapd&zﬂm rrpamm’:g ﬁ{aa‘o(xoﬂlg ™mg
arpamm/(ﬁg Ajwrminang ™mg rrpaamﬂ'ag TV ﬂéngd({}((}avmg i v gw()ﬂ(m avdﬂ'rvgn ™

ﬂepmxﬁ; pas, 2(7#@01/{42 va &45}'601/{42 010 a’{xa&a /xéﬂ({]ov % 5po’(xo MoV 10 rrpda'pa(x[xa avto

avoz’JgL

Mavayiétng NacxaAisng
Afuapxog Mpeonav

Tl
L

The managemenf measures beiﬂg used in the projecf either deveéop or assist fisher-
fes, sfockbreeding and bﬂar'miwg, in which more than two thirds of our muwicipaé@ are
empéoyed Ks a greaf, pma‘icaé exampée of how we can make sfmfegic use of nature
conservation for the sustainable deveéopmenf of our area, and in the near future we hope

1.(0 ?{'OZZOW the paf/l that the projemf has opened.

Panagiotis Paschalidis
Mayor of Prespes
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Hrav évag 5n‘/xvaml<o'g Tpo'rrog va rrépva'{xa TV aﬂzlﬁ?&po pas xpdvo, sz?’ﬁm{x& pe (plﬂovg
KaL XovﬁéMuz 0{/&52/(0& Civau ﬂpaﬂmnm’ rrpovo'(uo on {Mopm)(xz va T Ka'vov/xz 0'(74( avtd
e Tovg W{x{xa?rﬂé; pas. O, 5paampw’mrzg mov ﬂpaﬂmmmzmﬁ{xﬁ (pémg ntav rroﬁﬁég Kat
§2xwpmz’;, Ao TOVS ﬂgpm{mvg Kaw Tov &alywvm(xd ¢wm[ypmpla; /,(éxloz T0 vm/(z{mvrép.
Md?a{m rroﬁﬁd Véa npa{a'(mm KaL mrom’r'ma{xa rmﬁﬂég aféxaarag a{ﬂrzzp[%.

Adapog AéAkog & Zwypagid MixanAisou
MEAn tng opddag Presplorers

[t was a creative place to spend our free time. We were with our friends and we worked
as a team. If's really brilliant that we could do all of this with our classmates. We
did so many speciaé f/lings last year, from the walks and the photo competition to the
documenfar}, We learned tons of new things and had loads of unforgeffabée experiences.

Lazaros Delkos & Zografia Michailidou
Members, Presplorers club
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Me gzaxeipmn TOV UJlooTo'rrov agwrrozzimt 0 goﬁl(o’Torrog, MoV NTAV éva {,{épog Kﬁzmm' Kat
bev gixav rrloo'ﬁgaﬁn a Jwa. Ka?aptgﬁz s kv ke Eept $dsrnon, omore Tiepuopilovia kae
aﬁﬁag rrloa/(m(ég mv zwp{xd;ovmz Jatov Ka?apml,w' ™ms gﬁa’ammg omws elvat ot (pwnég.
T Ka,«(xéva xa’lora, elvat ﬁn{xavnkr'n Tpa{ﬂh Jata gu’m KaL v Avdﬂmgﬁ TOVG, KAL mvm’xpava
(pépvu pa otkovo{akﬁ gﬂd¢puvan 6TOVS Kmvar()o'(poug,

BayyéAng Pénag
Ktnvotpdeog

The management of the wetland has opened up grazing Cand in places where it used
to inaccessible for animals. i€s cleared the dense, dry reeds, puffmg a brake on other
pmcfices that are used to clear away vegefafion, such as seffing fires. The cut reeds

prvw‘de an imporfanf fodder for growiﬂg mu‘maés, and also heép sfoak/)reeders ﬁmmld@.

Vaggelis Repas
Stockbreeder
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To LIFE Prespa Waterbirds anookonei otn dlatripnon kat npootacia g BlonokiAdtntag otn Mikpr] Moéona, e éupacn otnv opvidonavisa kat elsIkotepa oe

9 &(6n uSPABLWY MOUALIY. METw TNG CPAIPIKAC MPOCEYYLONG ONUAVTIKAV {NTNUATWY, Nou ennpea{ouv GUVOAIKA TN AELTOUPY(a TOU OIKOOUTTALATOC, EMSLWKETAL

va MPOKUWOUV 0PEAN YLa TNV TOMKA KoWwvia, va yia Mpdtn Qopa SLEpeuvaTal To KPIoWo O&ua TG KAWATIKAG aAAQYrIG, Twv EMEPACE®Y MOU QVAEVETAL VA EXel
0T0 0IKOOUOTNUA KAOWKE KAL N MPOCAPUOYI TOU OE QUTEG.

TITAOZ:

«APACEIG YIa TNV MPOCTACIa Twv USPGRILY MOUAIGY
ot Mikpr| Mpéana: CUPBAAAOVTAGOTNY MPOCAPHOYH
TWV OIKOOUGTNHATWY GTNV KAIATIK aAAayr

Kal SNUIoUPY®OVTAG OPEAN YIa TNV TOMIKM KOV®Via»

- LIFE15 NAT/GR /000936

ZYNTOMOZ TITAOZ:
LIFE Prespa Waterbirds

AIAPKEIA:
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XPHMATOAOTHEH:

To npdypappa ouyxpnpatodoteitar and tnv Eupwnaikn
Enitponi), To Prespa Ohrid Nature Trust, To Mpdoivo Tapeio
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